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Presentation Outline
DISCUSSION POINTS

Why we need to care about research infrastructures?
How am I studying and producing research data?

Q&A



“When you participate in so many researches and you don't 
know what is happening [as a result] and it's not changing 

the environment that we are in, you feel like wasted. You 
keep on asking questions, but this data will go where?

The one who takes data will never come back to us like 
‘okay, we took this and these are the results.’ So you feel 

wasted.”

- Nicera Wanjiru (October 29,  2019)













“Scientific 
Extroversion”

Paulin Hountondji



Source: Posada and Chen (2017)

http://knowledgegap.org/index.php/sub-projects/rent-seeking-and-financialization-of-the-academic-publishing-industry/preliminary-findings/


Source: Posada and Chen (2017)

http://knowledgegap.org/index.php/sub-projects/rent-seeking-and-financialization-of-the-academic-publishing-industry/preliminary-findings/


Studying Qualitative Research Data

Multi-scalar 
approach

OutputsResearch 
Question

Platform for 
Experimental 
Collaborative 
Ethnography 

(PECE) 



Research 
Question

Qualitative Data Practices of Nairobi-based Development 
Researchers

What counts as ethical research for researchers 
producing data about communities in Nairobi? How has 
this shifted in recent decades and what has shaped the 
shifts?

Object of Study



Multi-scalar
Use of Fortun’s “scales” (2009)  
to focus on data sharing as a 
cultural system – one that 
assembles many actors ,  
inst itut ions,  technologies and 
frameworks.



Source: Poirier and 
Costello-Kuehn 2019





Elicitation device

Giving back data to 
interlocutors

Learning by doing

PECE

https://www.researchdatashare.org/

https://www.researchdatashare.org/


Collaboration 
agreement

Data 
interview

Org data 
sharing policy 

discussion

Public event 
at library

RDS platform

https://www.researchdatashare.org/

https://www.researchdatashare.org/




Key Take-Aways

How can research renew and revitalize communities own knowledge sources?

Everyday seemingly mundane research decisions are in fact ethical decisions 

”open” for who?

Regenerative research relat ions

Ethics in everyday research decisions

Situated openness



Asanteni!
aokune@uci.edu | @honoluluskye

mailto:aokune@uci.edu


ResourcesOpen Directory of Open 
Access Repositories 
Listing of open access repositories 
around the world that have been 
reviewed for quality.
http://www.opendoar.org/

Contextual iz ing Openness
Chan, Leslie, Angela Okune, Rebecca Hillyer, Denisse 
Albornoz, and Alejandro Posada, eds. 2019. Contextualizing 
Openness: Situating Open Science. Ottawa: University of 
Ottawa Press. 
https://www.idrc.ca/en/book/contextualizing-openness-
situating-open-science

http://www.opendoar.org/
https://www.idrc.ca/en/book/contextualizing-openness-situating-open-science

